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NEW BOOK

Madam Mayor
Love and Loss in an American City

Stephanie Miner was the first woman elected as mayor of Syracuse, New York. In her 
book Madam Mayor, she provides a first-person account of an idealistic reformer's 
confrontation with politics and government systems.

More than a political memoir of a pathbreaking career, Miner shows how difficult it is 
to navigate such complex matters when so many vested interests seek to sway power 
toward one side or another. She writes frankly about the ugly injustices pervading the 
public education system, the pressure to not ask questions about fiscal policy, the 
challenges of making necessary infrastructure repairs that are not as sexy as splashy 
building projects, and the political turmoil that came with criticizing Governor Andrew 
Cuomo.

"I was trying to understand what had led me to love politics, then hate it. The process 
of thinking and writing ultimately allowed me to process and appreciate the strengths 
and weaknesses of our political system," Miner stated on what inspired her to write the 
book.

This story sheds light on the myriad tensions between municipal and state politics, the 
challenges of achieving meaningful change at the local level, and the systemic 
obstacles to creating political change.

Stephanie Miner was the fifty-third mayor of the City of Syracuse (2010-2017) and a 
candidate for New York State governor in 2018. She is now the Charles Evans Hughes 
Visiting Chair of Government and Jurisprudence in the Department of Political Science 
at Colgate University, an advisor to the Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative, 
and a director for the Volcker Alliance.

“An unvarnished look at 
public service at its most 
intimate, Madam Mayor: 
Love and Loss in an American 
City tells a story of a young 
woman choosing to get in 
the arena, solve problems, 
and fight for better politics 
and better results. Stephanie 
Miner shares her triumphs, 
and her losses in a human 
portrait that we could all 
take inspiration and 
guidance from right now."
—Hillary Rodham Clinton

“Stephanie Miner 
understands that local 
leadership is about solving 
problems, not playing 
partisan politics. Her memoir 
offers a behind-the-scenes 
look at the challenges mayors 
face in taking on the toughest 
issues facing the country-and 
the progress that can be made 
with pragmatic and fearless 
leadership"
—Michael R. Bloomberg, 
108th Mayor of New York 
City

For more information or if you would like to 
schedule an interview, please contact the 
University Press of Kansas at the following:

Justin Henning
Marketing Director
justinjhenning@ku.edu
(785) 864-6785

ORDER INFORMATION

Available March 25, 2025
312 pages
Hardcover: 978-0-7006-3828-4 / $32.99

Preorder your copy and use discount code 
24MADAMAMAYOR* at checkout: 
https://kansaspress.ku.edu/9780700638284/. 
*offer expires April 24, 2025

Purchases can also be made at other retail 
vendors.

University Press of Kansas

_____________________________________________________________




